Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 7, 2022
Worship at 9:15 am

3778 North Water Street
Decatur, IL 62526
217-877-2258

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
It is our deepest hope that you feel welcome here. Restrooms and
drinking fountains are available in the lobby area. Children are
always welcome to worship, but should the need arise a nursery is
located behind the first door on your left, down the hall. We welcome
all baptized Christians to Christ’s table for Holy Communion.
Instructions for distribution are shown on page 9. This worship guide
is designed to provide you the information you need to join us in
worship, but should you have any questions, please feel free to ask
an usher, the pastor, or someone near you. Let us join in praising
God as we are nourished by the Word and at Christ’s Table.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to
the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in
today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of
God. Have no fear.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS
BELLS AND CALL TO WORSHIP
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
C
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P
C

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
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When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
P

C

Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen

OPENING HYMN
Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733 vs 1,3)
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING
P
The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
3

HYMN OF PRAISE
P This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
C

(All) Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.

(Lower voices) Power and riches and wisdom and

strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.

(All) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
(Higher voices) Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

(All) This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
Let us pray together:
C Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life
and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches
of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will
be his heir and that his descendants will number as many as the
stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is
considered righteous.
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After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward
shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your
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heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the
LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 33:12-22
12
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
13
The LORD looks down from heaven,
and sees all humankind.
14
God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
15
God fashions all their hearts
and observes all their deeds.
16
A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
17
The horse gives vain hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
18
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
19
to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
20
Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
for in your holy name we put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of
God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise
allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the
promise of God.
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1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received
approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not
knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power
of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself
was barren—because he considered him faithful who had
promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as
dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
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All of these died in faith without having received the promises,
but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed
that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people
who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had
left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it
is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW page 205)
C Alleluia! Lord and Savior: Open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are
stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that
you bring.
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into
God’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s
generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to
others.
Jesus said: 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is God’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and
give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding
banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he
comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.
38
If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and
finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be
broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
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Refrain

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition, the congregation responds:
P
C

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P

C

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with
your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those
in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen

PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need. You are welcome to mail your offering to the
church or access our on-line giving option:
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1390744
OFFERING PRAYER
P God of love,
C God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful
harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us
to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the
good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
COMMUNION

We welcome all whom God has claimed in baptism to the Lord’s
Table. We offer communion distribution in several ways:
1) For those worshipping on-line and for those in the sanctuary
who prefer to remain in their pews, please partake of the
elements during the Words of Institution.
2) For those who would like to come forward to the altar rail, the
presider will invite worshippers forward in sections. As you
kneel:
a. You may bring the pre-filled cup and wafer to the altar rail
to partake of them there, when the presider reaches you.
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b. Or, you may receive the wafer and wine/juice from the
presider. White grape juice or red wine are available.
c. Communion servers wear a mask and sanitize their hands
prior to distribution.
DIALOGUE
P
The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right … your name and join their unending hymn:
C ELW 193
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
P Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
C Amen, amen, amen.
P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
As you take the wafer, hear these words.
“The body of Christ given for you.” Partake of the bread.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
As you take the cup of wine or juice, hear these words.
“The blood of Christ shed for you.” Partake of the wine or juice.
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to
live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and
show you the path of life this day and always.
C Amen.
SENDING HYMN
How Great Thou Art
1

(ELW 856 vs 1,3,4)

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
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3 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross my burden gladly bearing
he bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”

Refrain

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989.
Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR
97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#42052. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One
License with license #A-731018 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Special thanks to today’s Faithful Servants
Presiding:
Pastor Amy Ziettlow
Greeter:
Chris & Dennis Hamilton
Organist:
Jeff Kashefska
Usher:
Herman Weyen, Lee Williams
Communion Deacon
Mark Potter
Lector:
Bella Karunas
Acolyte:
Morgan Potter
Coffee Host:
Alan Hewey
Altar Guild:
Emily Buhnerkempe
Cleaning:
Herman & Lucy Weyen (B)
Mowing:
Ted Corrigan & Richard Wade
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Generosity Message

Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose
of building up the neighbor.
(Romans 15:2)

This Week at Holy Cross:
Sun., August 7
9:15am Worship in Sanctuary & Live Stream
10:30pm Worship & Music Committee
Tues., August 9
9:30am Kiwannianne meeting
Wed., August 10
6:00pm Finance Committee
7:00pm Property Committee
Announcements
CHANGE IN DATE: Bible Study Sunday, August 28th 6pm
Join us on Zoom to discuss the prophet Jeremiah and Eugene
Peterson’s Running with Horses. We continue our study of the
Hebrew Bible this month.
Faithful Servants for Sunday, August 14th
Presiding:
The Rev. Amy Ziettlow
Greeter:
Kyle & Tracy Johnson
Usher:
Ted Corrigan, Dennis Hamilton
Lector:
Lindsey Craycraft
Acolyte:
Luke Karunas
Coffee Host:
Tracy Johnson
Altar Guild:
Emily Buhnerkempe
Cleaning:
Jim & Pam Musser (A)
Mowing:
Steve & Debbie Manon
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Please keep these people and their families in your prayers.

Jan L
Debbie M

Marti B
Tom P

Elaine J-D

Jerry D

Bryan S

Sandy (mother of Roxie Danyus)
Kathy (cousin of Jerry Decker)
Mandy (niece of Pam Musser)
Peggy (second parent to Lee Williams)
Tina (cousin of Jerry Decker)
Sally, Christopher, Tracy & Tina (Elaine Decker’s sister & family)
Judy & Wayne (sister and brother-in-law of Jerry Decker)
Trisha (friend of Kristie Smith who’s waiting for a heart transplant)
Lila (aunt of Kristie Smith)
Brandon (friend of Pastor Amy)
Priscilla (cousin of Elaine Decker)
Molly (friend of Kristie Smith)
Melissa (friend of Lee Williams)
Siobhan (friend of Lee Williams)
Katie (daughter-in-law of Lee Williams)
Elsie (cousin of Lee Williams)
Mary Kay (friend of Lee Williams)
Richard and Barb (friends of Chris and Dennis Hamilton)
Claire & Emma Jane (Clarice Lancaster)
Amanda (friend of Roxie Danyus)
Linda (friend of Kay Wolken)
Tanna (daughter-in-law of Trisha Blazier)
John (father of Jeff Buhnerkempe)
Martin (friend of Wayne Carter)
Vivian (friend of Trisha Blazier)
Krista (friend of Kendra Berry)

Please call the church office to have your prayer requests listed or
when prayers have been answered and name(s) can be removed.
Email: Holycross3778@yahoo.com
Facebook @ HolyCrossLutheranDecaturIL
Website: HolyCrossLutheranDecatur.com
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